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Unit 1. FORM OF GOVERNMENT

1.1. BEFORE READING learn the following words and phrases essential
on the topic:

administrative /od’ministrativ/ — UCTIOTHUTENBHBIN (O BIAACTU); aAMU-
HUCTPATUBHBIN, yIIPaBIeHYSCKUN, TPABUTEIBCTBEHHBIN

appoint /o’point/ — Ha3HavYaTh (Ha TOJLKHOCTD), YTBEPXKIATh (B TOJIK-
HOCTH)

authority /o:’0Ovorati/ — BJIacTb, TOJTHOMOYME; OpPraH BJIACTU, OpTaH
yIpaBlieHUsT; chepa KOMITETeHIIUT

branch of power /bra:nt [ av “pava(r)/ — BeTBb BJacTH, cepa rocyaap-
CTBEHHbBIX TTIOJITHOMOYUIA

citizen /’s1tiz(9)n/ — rpaXknaHWH; TpakaaHKa (3aKOHHBIN KUTEJIb TO-
CyIapcTBa)

country /’kantri/ = nation /’ne1[(e)n/ — cTpaHa; HApoJ CTPaHbl; PO-
JIMHA, OTEYECTBO

court /ko:(r)t/ = court of justice /ko:(r)t av ‘d3zastis/ — cyn, 3maHue cyna

department /di’pa:(r)tmont/ — memapraMeHT; BEIOMCTBO, MUHUC-
TEPCTBO, OTIEJ

elect /1’lekt/ — n36upaTh (roI0OCOBaHKEM ), BEIOMPATh

executive body /1g’zekjutiv ‘bndi/ = executive authority /1g’zekjutiv
0:’0Oprat1/, executive branch /ig’zekjuvtiv brount [/, administration /
od,minr’stre1 [ (9)n/ — UCHOJHUTENbHASL BIACTh; IPABUTEIbCTBO; aAMU-
HUCTpALUs

exercise power /’ekso(r)saiz ‘pava(r)/ — OCyILIECTBIISTH BIACTHBIE TOJI-
HOMOYMSI, TIPUMEHSITh BJIACTh, MPOSIBJISITh TOCYIaPCTBEHHYIO BJIACTh

government /’gavo(r)nmoant/ = form of government /fo:(r)m ov ‘gava(r)
nmont/, state structure /steit ‘strakt[o(r)/ — rocymapcTBeHHOE
YCTPOMCTBO; MOTUTUYECKUIA CTPOii; (hopMa mpaBiieHUs], TPaBUTENbCTBO,
MPaBUTEILCTBEHHBII amnmapar

head of state /hed ov steit/ — rm1aBa rocymapctsa

independence /, ind’pendons/ — aBTOHOMMSI, HE3aBUCUMOCTb, CAMO-
CTOSITEJTbHOCTh, CyBEpEHUTET

judicial system /dzu:’d1if(a)l ‘sistom/ = judiciary /d3u:’d1for/ — cy-
neOHast BJIacTh; cyneOHast CUCTEMA; CYIOYCTPOKCTBO

legislative body /’ledzislotiv ‘bodi/ = legislative authority /’ledzislativ
0:’Ovrat1/, legislature /’ledzislot[a(r)/, law-making body /lo:‘meikin
‘bodi/ — 3aKOHOIATEIbHAS BJIACTh; 3aKOHOIATEIFHBIN OpraH

manage /’manid3/ = administer /od’ministo(r)/ — pyKOBOIUTD,
YIOPaBJISATb, 3aBEIOBATh; CTOSITh BO IJIaBe



monarch /’mona(r)k/ = sovereign /’sovrin/, the Crown /01 kravn/ —
MOHapX; KOpPoJib, KOPOJIeBa, KOPOHA, MPECTOJ; KOPOJIeBCKasT BIaCTh

parliament /’pa;:(r)lomont/ — mapiamMeHT

policy /’pplasi/ — monuTHKa, MOJIUTUYECKUI KypC, KypC AeHCTBU,
JIMHUS TIOBEIeHUS

political party /pa’litik(a)l ‘pai:(r)ti/ — monuTHUYeCcKas mapTUs

political power /po’litik(a)l ‘pava(r)/ = public authority /’pablik
0:’Orati/, state power /steit ‘pava(r)/ — rocymapcTBeHHasl BIaCTh, ITOJIH-
TUYeCKasi BIACTh

regulate /’regjuleit/ — peryampoBaTth; perjiaMeHTHPOBATh; YIOPSII0-
YUBaTh, MPUBOAUTH B TIOPSIIOK

representative democracy /,repri’zentativ di’mokrasi/ — npeacraBu-
TeJIbHasl IEMOKPATHUs

rights and freedoms /raits eend ‘fri:doms/ — npaBa u cBo60abI

separation of power /,sepa’re1 [ (a)n av ‘pava(r)/ — pasaeaeHue NOJTHO-
MOYMI, pa3rpaHUUYEHNE BJIACTH, pa3eieHue BaacTeil

serve /s9:(r)v/ — COCTOSITh Ha CITykK0€, CIIy>KUTh, pabOTaTh

state /steit/ — rocynapctBo, cTpaHa; mTaT (cyobeKkT denepauuu
B CIIIA, MHaum unu ABcTpanun)

1.2. SCANNING

State System of Russia

1. Government is a political organization, which performs the functions
of the supreme administrative body of a country. Governments are classified
in a great many ways: monarchic systems oppose republican governments;
democratic governments are distinguished from dictatorships; federal states
are distinguished from unitary states; cabinet governments are distinguished
from presidential ones.

2. The Russian Federation (RF) is a democratic federal republic. The
word “federation”, as a part of the name of modern Russia, means that in
our country every political subdivision, despite its size, population, and eco-
nomics, has the same rights along with others. No region, even the majority
of regions, can force the others 70 accept or make a decision: common agree-
ment is necessary.

3. Separation of powers refers to a system of government in which power
is not centralized in one person or agency. Public authority in our country
is divided among the legislative (the Federal Assembly), judicial (courts of
the Russian Federation), and executive (the government) branches. Sepa-
ration of powers in the Russian Federation is guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion.

4. The president as a head of the state coordinates the activity of all
three branches of power. He is the guarantor of the Constitution of the RF
and of human and civil rights and freedoms of citizens. The president is



elected for a term of six years by the citizens of Russia on the basis of uni-
versal suffrage and direct vote by secret ballot. A citizen of the RF not
younger than 35, who has resided in the RF for not less than 10 years, may
be elected president of the RF but not more than for two terms in succes-
sion.

5. The legislative power is exercised by the Federal Assembly, which con-
sists of the Federation Council and the State Duma. The State Duma has 450
seats, which are allocated to the various political parties based on national
election results. The deputies are elected for a five-year term. The upper
chamber — the Federation Council — reflects the federal nature of our
state, whereby political power is divided between a central authority and all
locally autonomous units — the subjects of the federation. There are two
deputies of the Council from each subject: one from the executive and one
from the representative bodies. The main job of the deputies is to make laws.

6. The executive power in Russia is exercised by the government headed
by the prime-minister who is appointed by the president with consent of the
State Duma. The executive branch of the government manages federal
property and ensures:

— the implementation of a uniform monetary policy in Russia;

— the implementation of a uniform state policy in the field of culture,
science, education, health, social security and ecology;

— the country’s defense, state security and the implementation of the
foreign policy of the RE.

The work of this branch of power is regulated by federal constitutional
laws.

7. The judicial power belongs to the system of courts, which consists of
the Constitutional Court and the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation
(the SC RF) and inferior courts. All federal judges are appointed by the
president of the RF.

8. The Constitutional Court of the Russian Federation interprets the
Constitution of our country. Legislative enactments, executive bylaws and
international agreements may not be applied if they violate the Constitution.

9. The SC RF is the highest judicial body on civil, criminal, administra-
tive and other matters friable by general jurisdiction courts; it also acts as the
tribunal of last resort for economic and commercial disputes (i.e. the current
Supreme Court also covers the functions of the former Supreme Commer-
cial (Arbitration) Court). The SC RF shall effect judiciary supervision over
the activity of all inferior courts and shall offer explanations on judicial
practice issues.

Major data sources: The Constitution of the Russian Federation;
Ilonos E.b., Xanowesa I'.P. AHTIIMICKU SI3bIK J151 CTYI€HTOB-IOPUCTOB.
CaparoB: By3oBckoe o6paszosanue, 2013.
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LEXIS from the text:

perform — UCMOJHSTD, BHITIOJTHSITh

monarchic — MOHapXU4ecKuii

republican — pecrnyoJIMKaHCKU

democratic — geMOKpaTU4IeCKUA

federal state — penepanms, penepaTuBHOE TOCYIAPCTBO

unitary state — yHUTapHOE rocy1apCcTBO

cabinet government — mapjaMeHTapu3M, KaOMHETCKOE TpaBIeHUE
(cucTeMa ympaBjieHUs TOCyIapCTBOM, IIPM KOTOPOI pellaloiiylo poJib
Urpaet KabMHeT MUHUCTPOB)

presidential government — mnpe3uaeHTcKass hopma MpaBIeHUS; Ipa-
BUTEJILCTBO, Ha3HAYaeMOe U BO3IJIaB/IsieMOe IJ1aBOi rocyaapcTBa

subdivision — monpasneneHue

despite — HecMOTps Ha, BOIIPEKU 4eMy-JT10O0.

€conomics — XO3SIMCTBEHHas XU3Hb, SIKOHOMHUYECKME XapaKTe-
PUCTHKH, 3KOHOMUYECKHE TT0Ka3aTeIn

majority — GOJbIIMHCTBO

accept — corJallaThbCs, IPUHUMATh

make a decision — MpUHSTH pelieHue

common agreement — o0I1ee coriacue

guarantor — MOpy4YUTesIb; TapaHT

universal suffrage — BceoOI1Iee ToT0COBaHNE, BCeoOIIee M paBHOE N3~
OupaTebHOE IIPaBO

direct vote — mpsiMoe ToJlocOBaHUE

secret ballot — TaliHOe TOJI0COBaHUE

reside — MpoXuBaTh, XKUTh

in succession — Moaps,

Federal Assembly — @enepansHoe Cobpanue

Federation Council — Coset ®enepannu

State Duma — TocynapcTBeHHas Jlyma

central authority — 11eHTpasibHasl BIacTh

locally autonomous unit — caMOyTpaBJIsIIOIIAsICS TEPPUTOPUS

deputy — memyrar

representative body — mpencraBUTeIbHBIN OpraH

consent — corjiacue, pa3pelicHue

ensure — rapaHTUPOBaTh, 00CCIICYNBATh

implementation — BBIIOJIHEHNE, UCIIOJHEHUE, OCYILIECTBICHUE, pea-
JI3aliusi, BBEACHUE B IECTBUE

uniform monetary policy — eaHast KpeIUTHO-IeHEXHasI TTOJIMTAKA

uniform state policy — enmHasi rocymapcTBeHHAsI ITOJTUTHUKA

social security — coumMajabHOe CTpaxoBaHue, COLlMaIbHOE obecIieueHe

state security — rocymapcTBeHHast 6€3011aCHOCTh

foreign policy — BHEIIIHSISI MOJIUTHKA

Supreme Court — BepxoBnblii Cyn

inferior court — HIKeCTOSTIINI Cy

11



judge — cynps

legislative enactment — 3aKOHOJATEIbHBII aKT

bylaw — Moa3aKOHHEBIN aKT; IOCTAHOBJIEHUE MECTHBIX OPTaHOB BJIACTH

apply — IpuMeHSITh, MCITOJIb30BaTh

violate — HapyIaTh, IOMUpPaTh, IPECTYIIATh

triable by general jurisdiction court — momrexaninii pacCMOTPEHUIO
B CyJe o01Iei IOpUCAUKILIUU

tribunal of last resort — mocjaeaHsis1 cyaeOHass MHCTAHIIMSI, CY/ BbICILICH
WHCTaHIIUKN

former — cyliecTBOBaBIINIA paHee, MPEAIIECTBYIOIINIA, OBIBIIMI

supervision — Hang3o0p, HAOIIOIECHE; 3aBeHOBaHIE, KOHTPOJIb

judicial practice issues — BOIIPOCHI CyAeOHOM MPaKTUKHU

1.3. (*) FORMATION

— democrat, democracy, democratic, democratize;

— execute, executed, unexecuted, executing, executor, executory, ex-
ecutorial, executive, executable, execution;

— govern, governable, ungovernable, governance, governed, governing,
governor, governess, government, governmental;

— parliament, parliamentary, unparliamentary, parliamentarism,;

— preside, president, presidency, presidential;

— represent, representing, represented, representable, representative,
representation, unrepresentative, misrepresent, misrepresentation;

— republic, republican, republicanism;

— supervise, supervised, supervising, supervisory, supervision.

1.4. QUESTIONS

1. What is a broad sense of the term “government”?

2. How are governments classified?

3. What kind of state is the Russian Federation?

4. How many branches of power are there on the federal level?

5. Who and how coordinates all these branches?

6. How are the deputies of both chambers of the Federal Assembly
chosen?

7. What is the jurisdiction of these two chambers?

8. Who is the executive power in the RF headed by?

9. How is the work of the federal government regulated?

10. What powers are entrusted to the executive branch?

11. What is the composition of the federal judiciary?

12. What is the jurisdiction of the highest judicial bodies?

1.5. AGREE OR DISAGREE

STEP 1. LOOK THROUGH the following statements relevant to the
text “State system of Russia”:

1. In a federation no region, even the majority of regions, has the au-
thority to force the others to accept a decision.

12



2. In a federation the form of state structure is highly centralized.

3. The RF president is elected by the deputies of the Federal Assembly
for a term of six years.

4. Any citizen of the RF may be elected president of the RF.

5. The State Duma reflects the federal nature of our state.

6. The main job of the executive agencies is to make laws.

7. All federal judges are elected by people on the basis of general, equal
and direct vote by secret ballot.

8. The Supreme Court is the highest judiciary body resolving economic
and commercial disputes.

STEP 2. EXPRESS YOUR AGREEMENT OR DISAGREEMENT
with the foregoing statements using the expressions given below:

all correct — Bc€ NMpaBUJIBHO

[ fully agree with the statement ... because ... — I moTHOCTBIO cOTTaceH
C YTBEPXKIEHUEM ..., TaK KaK ...

that’s true ~ true enough — BepHO; 3T0 — MpaBaa

without question ~ for sure ~ certainly ~ surely — BHe COMHEHUS;
0e3yCJIOBHO; KOHEYHO

Yes, indeed. — HecomHeHHO!

I doubt ... = I have my doubts about ... ~ I’m not so sure... — y MeHs
€CTb COMHEHWUS ...; s1 HE YBEPEH, 4TO ...

I disagree — s1 mymaio uHaye; s1 He corjaceH

it’s wrong — He Tak; He BEpHO

the statement is inaccurate — 3To yTBepXIeHUE HEBEPHO

accompanying expressions — COIyTCTBYIOIIME (hpa3bl
according to the text ... — COIrJIacHO TEKCTY ...
as [ see it — KaK MHE 3TO MPENCTABISIETCS
frankly speaking — oTKpOBEHHO TOBOPSI
from my personal point of view — Ha Mol B3IJIs1]1
I am convinced that ... — s yOexxaeH, 4To ...
I reckon that ... — g qymato, 4To ..., 1 TPUIEPKMBAIOCh MHEHMUS, UTO...
in my opinion — 1Mo MOeMy MHEHUIO; Ha MOH B3IJISIA
taking into account — ¢ y4éToM; MpMHKUMas BO BHUMaHUE
to my mind — Ha Mo¥i B3IJIsI],
I mean to say that ... — 3TUM s X049y cKa3aTb, 4TO ...

1.6. GIVE ENGLISH EQUIVALENTS for:

a) BBIIIOJIHATH B cTpaHe (DYHKILIMY OpraHa yIpaBJICHUS;

b) MMeTb paBHBIE IIpaBa HApPsIy CO BCEMU OCTaIbHBIMU;

C) pacrpenensiThes MEXAY Pa3IuYHbIMU MOJUTUYECKUMU MapTUSIMU;
d) oCHOBBIBAThCSI Ha pe3yJibTaTax BCEOOIIMX BbIOOPOB;

€) pacropsKaTbcs (peaepaTbHBIM UMYIIECTBOM;

f) ocyiecTBIATh CyneOHBII Haa30p.

13



1.7. ENGAGE IN CONVERSATION

Discuss the following illustration in the context of the system of “checks
and balances” in the Russian Federation.

Figure 1. “Checks and Balances” (on the federal level)

nominates

r->  President

! ] . .. P .
! nominates |<--------- . Prime Minister :
[ < ' '
2 | g
=W i B

1 . . ] :’1
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0! 1 i
5! - i confirms L
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O o ) ' Y '
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5 = = b Federation I
= ! a 2 Council State
8! 2 Duma
S | 5
S Inferior | O 2 deputies ’from 450 seats
St courts each subject

direct elections are held every 5 years A

I Citizens over 18 years old (entitled to vote)

1.8. (**) SEARCH FOR RELEVANT INFORMATION and tell your group-
mates about:

1) the characteristic features of the federal form of the Russian Federa-
tion;

2) pluses and minuses of democracy;

3) the difference between the role of law-enforcement agencies in dem-
ocratic and totalitarian states.

NOTE: Reliable information may be obtained from free Internet re-
sources indicated in Appendix 2 (p.295).

1.9. DEBATES

1. Do you support the statement: “It is not the voting that is democracy,
it is counting™?

2. Does the Russian Federation have national symbols? What do they
symbolize?
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